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SPORTS

Florida man set to finish MLB

trumpet

David Dorsey
The (Fort Myers, Fla.) News-Press
USA TODAY Network

Jim Doepke cradled the brass trum-
pet while sitting behind home plate in
the Marlins Park stands, reflecting upon
an ll-year journey in which he will have
performed the national anthem at all 30
MLB stadiums.

Doepke’s rendition of the anthem
clocks in at about 56 seconds. After
years of planning, pleading and submit-
ting audition clips to each of the 30
teams, he got in the door for what has
combined to be about a half hour of
playing.

“There’s a lot of time that goes on be-
hind the scenes,” Doepke said after
playing for the Marlins in front of the
Miami Jackson High School junior
ROTC color guard on Sept. 10. “And
there’s a lot of waiting. But once you go
out there and play, it’s over pretty fast.”

The Estero, Florida, resident from
Waukesha, Wisconsin, has played in the
heat and the cold. He has played indoors
and outdoors. He has played in front of
crowds as small as 7,215 at Marlins Park
and as large as 43,732 on July 13 at Citi-
zens Bank Park in Philadelphia.

Oh, say has he played.

By the time Doepke is scheduled to
complete his quest early Thursday af-
ternoon at SunTrust Park in Atlanta, he
will have played in front of announced
crowds of more than 800,000 paying
fans, minus those stuck in traffic or un-
able to witness the military-style spec-
tacle.

Doepke’s quest began with a letter of
recommendation from former MLB
commissioner Bud Selig. It ends with at-
tention from current commissioner
Robert Manfred.

“Our sport is fortunate to have many
great traditions that result from the tal-
ents of loyal fans,” Manfred said. “We
appreciate Jim’'s dedication and com-
mitment to sharing his skills with fans
at all 30 ballparks.”

MLB could not confirm Doepke be-
coming the first person to perform the
anthem at all 30 ballparks. But because
MLB does not track anthem performers,
it could not deny the feat either. With
SunTrust Park being just 2 years old,
Doepke is most certainly the first an-
them performer to hit all 30 current ball-
parks.

“Well, I can’t confirm that he’s the
only one,” said Frank Coonelly, presi-
dent of the Pirates. “But what I can say is
it’s a fabulous accomplishment. It could
only be accomplished by somebody
with the incredible determination to get
the job done. It took persistence on his
part to continue to knock on doors. It’s a
fabulous, fabulous testament to his per-

Jim Doepke performs the national anthem on his 53-year-old trumpet at Marlins
Park. He is set to perform today at the Braves’ Sun Trust Park to complete a tour
of all 30 MLB stadiums that began in 2008. WANGYUXUAN XU/NAPLES (FLA.) DAILY NEWS

sistence and determination.”

Coonelly approached Doepke (pro-
nounced DUP-key) after his anthem
performance last Aug. 4 at PNC Park in
Pittsburgh not just to congratulate him
but to get to know him.

“I'was intrigued by his mission,” Coo-
nelly said. “I talked to him about where
he had been and what his experiences
were over the years and how he execut-
ed his vision. He loves baseball. He loves
America. He thinks baseball and the na-
tional anthem are a big part of America,
a big part of our country. He has a big
passion for them.”

There has been a bit of a stigma,
Doepke said, about his performances
being played and not sung. He often
hears fans singing along with his trum-
pet. The performance resonated with
Coonelly.

“He did a stellar and great job,” Coo-
nelly said. “When we go into a realm
that is somewhat different for us, I al-
ways get a little nervous. A soloist on an
instrument is not the norm for most
teams. He knocked it out of the park so
to speak. I thought it was fabulous, and
the crowd really enjoyed it and appreci-
ated it. Ilethim know that if he runs into
any roadblocks in trying to complete his
quest, he should feel free to give me a
call or email me.”

Hurdles encountered

Doepke did just that. He ran into
roadblocks in more than a few places.

The Yankees use a prerecorded an-
them for all but about a dozen of their 81
home games each season, which made
for a longer-than-usual wait there.

The Braves limit their performances
to corporate suite holders other than a
handful of exceptions each season.

None of the hurdles, however, were
greater than with the Angels.

The team has a strict, “no instrumen-
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talists” policy. The Pirates’ Coonelly in-
tervened. He contacted his counterpart
there. During a West Coast swing in
June, in which Doepke played before the
Giants, Dodgers and Padres, the Angels
allowed Doepke inside their ballpark to
play the anthem at Angels Stadium
while the team played on the road.

A man upstairs in a booth stuck his
head out of a window and clapped and
hooted and hollered after the perfor-
mance, his cheers reverberating
throughout the otherwise empty ball-
park. Doepke had an audience of about
four, including his wife, Liz, who has ac-
companied him to all but one of the per-
formances. She traveled as far as Safeco
Field in Seattle in 2013 and as near as
Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg in 2011.
She only missed the White Sox anthem
in 2017.

“The California trip covering four sta-
diums really felt like the project was
‘rounding third and heading for home, ”
Doepke said. As he walked off the field
at Dodgers Stadium on June 17, retired
manager Tommy Lasorda said goodbye
and told him, “That was a Hall of Fame
anthem!”

Doepke, 67, grew up playing the
trumpet. He has a Bach Stradivarius,
which cost about $400 when he re-
ceived it, more than 50 years ago. Con-
sidered antiques, they go for more than
$2,200 these days.

His father, World War II veteran How-
ard Schwartz Doepke, witnessed many
of his son’s anthems at Brewers’ games,
including at his 100th birthday in 2015.
He died this year at103. His father’s mil-
itary service inspired Doepke to perform
the anthem as well as “Taps” at military
funerals and occasions such as Memori-
al and Veterans Day.

On the eve of the 18th anniversary
of the 9/11 attacks while in Miami,
Doepke had that in mind for inspiration
as well.

anthem tour in Atlanta

Insurmountable task achieved

Doepke has a vast background in mu-
sic, having attended summer music
camp at Northwestern University for
three of his high school years. He also
took lessons from the lead player with
the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.
He graduated from the University of
Kansas, where he returns almost annu-
ally to play at Allen Fieldhouse for bas-
ketball games. He taught music in Wis-
consin at elementary and high schools
for 33 years.

In the early 2000s, Doepke began
bringing a bugle to Brewers games. He
played rally cries for fans in the “Bucket-
head” section overlooking the outfield.

Aleta Mercer took notice. As Milwau-
kee’s director of broadcasting and at the
time entertainment, booking anthem
performers fell under her responsibil-
ities.

“When he was director of a local high
school band, the band was incredible,”
Mercer said of Waukesha North High,
which had performed the anthem at
Miller Park. “And that was largely due to
Jim’s direction.”

Mercer encouraged Doepke to play
the anthem himself.

“He knew music,” she said. “He knew
how to keep the kids in mind. But he
knew how to present the anthem in a
fine way.”

In 2008, Doepke set the goal to per-
form at every big league ballpark, set-
ting up anthemacrossamerica.org. Al-
though he had already played numerous
times for the Brewers, he considered
Fenway Park the first of his quest: May
17, 2008.

“Back in the early part of this project,
it felt like the task was going to be insur-
mountable,” Doepke said. “Actually
booking, traveling to and playing 30 sta-
diums. At first, there were just two, then
one, then three, then back to one a year.”

In 2015, Doepke failed to book any
anthems at all. He played three in each
of 2016 (Twins, Indians, Reds) and 2017
(White Sox, Rangers, Astros).

“Then in 2018, momentum took over
with four anthems,” he said. “And this
year, the floodgates burst with 10 an-
thems. I'm enjoying the ride.”

Jim Doepke began his quest at base-
ball’s oldest ballpark. He is slated to fin-
ish it at the sport’s newest. As he pre-
pared to pack his trumpet into its black
bag and leave Marlins Park, preparing
for one final and historical performance
in Atlanta, he marveled at the brass.

“T've thought about buying a new
one, but why?” Doepke said of the trum-
pet, before answering his own question,
a somewhat rhetorical one. “It plays
great. After 53 years, it’s basically a part
of me.”

To view more Classified listings,
visit: www.classifieds.usatoday.com
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Wanted Old Foreign

NOTICE TO OFFERORS

1910 W. Washington St. Phoenix, AZ. 85009
until Thursday, October 24, 2019 @ 11:00 am
(AZ Time Zone)

Request for Proposal

Systems RFP # 19-19P
Sealed responses will be publicly opened in the

receiving responses.

Solicitations may be downloaded online at
www.publicpurchase.com.

For additional information please contact

Sealed responses will be received by 1GPA office at

Visitor, Volunteer and Emergency Management

1GPA office immediately following the deadline for

Project Cars! M

Any old foreign cars/Any Condition

Porsche, Jaguar, Mercedes, Rolls
Royce, Ferrari and more. Fast and
Easy transactions, Cash on the spot

Call 703-832-2202
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i}’(‘:;l._llar Degeneration, Cataract, Glaucoma

24 .+ Just released FREE guide that reveals why

] 3 -« Discover how STEM CELLS can help your vision.

HEALTH / FITNESS COMMERCIAL
A

* How to heal without injections!

Buy
Macular Degeneration continues to increase at an -
" alarming rate.

*1-800-430-9328 www.USAEyeReport.com

Edward Kondrot, MD Board Certified Ophthalmologist
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your next property in one of the most beautiful places!

L roperlies in [ ake ﬁa?gc- +or Sale!

All equipment included! Can be purchased separately!

3 retail properties, sports bar/restaurant and deli.

Contact Tony Today! Email: tonys

Get Up To $500k
In 24 hours. Free Gift With

MERCHANDISE HEALTH / FITNESS |
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Working Capital Quote.

IVC FILTER WARNING

Christy Knorr at 866-306-3893 or cknorr@1gpa.org

higher education, K-12 education, not-for-profit,

in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Ag Tractors
with Related Attachments, Accessories, and Supplies to

result in a national contracting solution for use by its members.

Sourcewell members include thousands of governmental,

tribal government, and other public agencies located

Proposals are due no later than November 07,2019, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered.
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AUTO SERVICES

Attention Diabetics!

NO More Finger Pricking
Get Your New GCM Devices

Covered by Medicare
(must test/inject 4+ x a day)

855-629-5927

To advertise, call: 1-800-397-0070

Special Alert to
Auto Owners

Does your vehicle have less
than 200,000 miles, with an auto
warranty about to expire or no war-
ranty coverage at all? You can pay
NOTHING for repairs, as well as
receive free towing, free car rental
and free roadside assistance

Call now for a free quote!

800-339-8193

888-465-0247

www.vitalcashflow.com
Redemption code #8102

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Minneapolis Based
Company Expanding
Across Nation

We need sales reps with an
excellent opportunity to move up
into sales management.
Excellent commissions!

We train. Roofing/Construction
experience a plus.

Send resume to District Manager at:

tcs1982@sle.email

INVESTMENTS

40% APR,
P&l PD
MONTHLY

INSURED COLLATERALIZED
$4000. PER INVESTMENT
MULTIPLE AVL,
REGULATION D FILING

985-630-6485

Novelty Products

FREE KEYFINDER WITH EVERY ORDER!
PLUS OTHER FREEBIES.
AT LOW COST FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

BrooklynNovelties.com

HEALTH / FITNESS

INVOKANA
WAR

ATTENTION THIS IS AN IMPORTANT
MESSAGE FOR ANYONE THAT HAS

TAKEN THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
INVOKANA, INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED
XR FOR THEIR DIABETES. IN MAY 2017,
BASED ON THE FACTS OF TWO CLINICAL
TRIALS, THE FDA ISSUED A HEALTH
ADVISORY WARNING THAT THESE

DIABETES MEDICATIONS INCREASE THE

RISK OF AMPUTATION OF THE LEGS AND

TOES. IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE HAVE

TAKEN THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION

INVOKANA, INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED
XR FOR YOUR DIABETES.

YOU MUST CALL US NOW:

800-804-8248

THE FDA HAS ISSUED A WARNING TO ALL
IVC FILTER PATIENTS. THESE IVC FILTERS
MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES. IF YOU
0R YOUR LOVED ONE HAD AN IVC FILTER
IMPLANTED YOU MAY BE ENTILTED TO
FINANCIAL COMPENSTATION THERE ARE NO|
FEES UNLESS YOU GET A SETTLEMENT

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
LEGAL CONSULTATION
Call now:
800-340-1530 (24/7)

TALCUM POWDER

WARNING

Users of Johnson and
Johnson's Baby Powder and
Shower to Shower may be
at a higher risk of developing
ovarian cancer.

If you or a loved one used
talcum powder and were

diagnosed with ovarian
cancer, you may be entitled
to financial compensation.

TIMESHARE

AIRLINE TICKETS

Get Out of Your
Timeshare Contract
Permanently

800-955-0426
Stop the Payments and
Maintenance Fees
Guaranteed / No More
Timeshare Payments

To advertise, call:
1-800-397-0070

Aitline Tickets
Deep Discounts

Domestic - International - First Clags
Save up to 75% off Retail Prices
Call 24/7 and Save
800-448-0828

Call to see if you qualify NOW:

== A 800-208-3526
(24hrs)

800-397-0070 |

Advertise in
USA TODAY!

(800) 397-0070

sales@russelljohns.com

ONE CALL
DOES IT ALL!

Call Today! (800) 397-0070




